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quadrangular biiildin? of three stones, flanked by round 
biistrons, of which hut one at present remains. In the rere 
was the inner baliiuni, in w hich was a tennis-coiut and 
tilt-yard. The outer cnlranco, which is still in g.^od pre- 
servation, consisted of a gate, defeiided 'jy u portcullis j 
and the whole was snrrounded by the bawn, in which cat- 
tle were secured during the night. 

The north side was protected by the river Barrow, which 
supplied with water a wide ditch that extended round 
the other sides; and the mount on which the castlewas 
situated being thus formed into an island, obtained the 
name of " Port na hincii," or the " Castle of the Island." 

In IBS'!, the Irish princes, jealous of the encroachments 
of the English, attacked and burnt the castle ; but it was 
soon afterwards repaired, and taken possession of, by 
De Vesev, who was then Lord Justice of Ireland. 

In 1307, the Irish renewed their hostilities, and consi- 
der!!!)!? injured the castle. It was afterwards fully repaired 
bv ]?itzfl;6r'i''li ^^'"^ erected a church, with a steeple arid 
bells, in'' the village, !)ut which, in 131.5, was destroyed 
by the Scotch army under Robert Bruce. 

For the next hundred years Lea frequently changed its 
prfiprietors ,- and its history is but a mere catalogue of at- 
tacks, surrenders, and reprisals. 

Iri ]S53, we find it again in possession of the Rtzge- 
ralds, the liead of which family Was the celebrated Earl of 
Kiidare, who was appointe(l to "govern all Ireland, as all 
Ireland could not govern him." He, though entrusted 
with the government of the country, disregarded the ad- 
ministration of the laws, but as it contributed to his own 
personal influence atvd authority. Thus, he Furnished the 
Castle of Lea Avith guns arid ammunition out of t Fie royal 
stores, in opposition to the express communds of his Ma- 
jesty. 

In 1898, the Castle of Lea was taken by the Irish chief- 
tain O'More, who, having established a garrison, niarched 
wiik a considerable force, and successfully attacked the 
Earl of'EsteXi then Chief Governor, at the pass of Baliy- 
brittas. From the quantity of feathers takisn from thegay 
soldiers of tlie English favourite, the field of action was 
called " The Pa^s "of the Phinies." 

On the liroaking out of the rebellion of 1641, Lea was 
garrisoned by the rebels, but was shortly afterwards taken 
posspsiion of by the loyalists, who, in c'omniomorution of 
the event, phuited in the nmrket-placa a young a'-'h-treo, 
wdiich during the period of its existence, Cone hundred and 
seventy years,) attained an immense size, and was univer- 
sally known as " The Tree of Leu." 

Its girth by some is stated to have been 29- feet, 
while a manuscript whicli is in the possesjion of a gentle- 
man in Portarlington, nitiilions it to have been eleven 
yards, and that the shads formed by its f diage exceeded 
sixty feet in diameter. The tree having lost one of' its 
principal bonghb during a storm, went ujudly to decay ; 
and the hollow trunk, having for some time served a poor 
\\otnan for a cow-house and picgery, sunk, like an aged 
paliiarch, beneath the wtiglit of jears, respected and'la- 
nicuLed by tlie iuhaliitanu of the village- 

In 164S, Loa ^^as taken by Lord Castkhaven; and in 
16S0. by the parliamentary forces under Colonel Hewson 
and Reynolds, and iinally dismantled. 

The last person who took up hh alwde at Lea was a 
noted horse-steolcr, (Dempsiy,) who convened the ex- 
tensive \anlts under tl\e cattle into stables, and for several 
year', successively cariied on his nefarious tr^ide. Tilnn 
the dextirity he evinced in committing his depred itruns, 
he acqinred the Irish name of " Shamus a Coppnil, ' or 
" James the Horse;" and as the jie.iidnt'ry, cipeoially of 
Ireland, are fond of " the wild and wonderful," his his- 
tory tarnished the subject of many an evening tale. 



KAILROADS IN TUii UNITED STATES. 
From a recent file of Ainpriran papers, we find that tire 
progress of raih'oatlh in the Uuitt-Ll t'tatc^ is ctimated as 
ibllow!) ; In Pennsylvania, there are fiiiten liiU'i com- 
pleted, and sixty-'-nt.n in contempl.itioii ; in iNt.v'Yoik 
there aie si-t cunipiftcd, and twenty seven in contemiila- 
tion; in the state of Onio, tv.elv.i are in pro; ri ■■'., 'but 
none yet brooglit to a poifect state of (.011411! tion ; in 
MassachuBet.s, there are also suyeral ja progre.;.; and the 



great railroad from Baltimore, through Maryland, to tlie 
Ohio river at Wheeling, a distance of 375 miles, is rapidly 
approaching to a close. Altogether there are fortv-seveu 
railroads completed, and 0110 hundred and thirty-sevfn 
commenced, or iu contemplation. Besides the great line 
to the western states from Baltimore to Wheeling, it -m. 
pears that corresponding lines are projected Irom PhjiL 
delphia and New York ; these being required in order to 
preserve au equality of advantages with Baltimore, hi tlie 
trade to the great regions of the Ohio river. In the line 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, it is boldly deterftiiiivjj 
upon, to tunnel through tire Alleghany mountains the 
circuit being otherwise so e.'cpensive, as to render that great 
labour the cheaper course to be pursued. It is to be oliJerv- 
ed, however, that these railroads have not the soliditv, and 
probable strength and durability of the railroads of this'coufi- 
try, The rails are laid down upon wood, and not niicm 
stone, as m the Manchester and Liverpool railroad, and 
others which our readers may have seen.. This plan has 
been adopted in consequence of the abuhda,nce of tiuiher 
upon the lines of country through which the railroads 
pass, and the less quantity of labour required for pre- 
paring that material, in a country where wages are so 
high. It is calculated that the wood work must be re- 
newed upon an average once in the course of seven .vears, 
Perhaps, as railroads, and indeed the whole scieiice of 
locomotion, are evidently yet in infancy, this clieapei' 
mode of proceeding may be in reality the, more judleiQus 
since less capital is thus endangered by the introduction 
of improved steam carriages, or other stiii cheaper and 
more advantageous locomotive pov/er. The iron-\voik is 
all imported from Great Britain, the iron of the United 
States being too soft, for this and other purposes where 
much friction is produced. For this reason, the government 
lias. very judiciously alhrvvsd railroad iron to be an excep- 
tion to the Tariff' regulations, of the country ; it bein" 
now exempt from all duty. — A-ltcigetlier, the progress of 
the railroad systein in the United States opens out a wide 
and extraordinary scene of speculation as to its efKicts 
upon the destinies of that great nation. Throiigh this 
invention, the people of regions lying hitherto fiir away 
from all effectual control, will be brought into the solid 
union of the social bond ; and the fear that the United 
States were too large for one government, will become m 
unremembered and visionary folly. — Alhenaium. 



AN litliSfl OTTI^R. 

At a recent meeting of the Zoological Society, Loir 
don, Mr Ogilby called the attention of the nieti'bcis to a 
specimen of an Irish otter, taken near NewtnvMJim.iva(ly, 
On account of the intensity of its colouring, which ap- 
proaches nearly to black, both on the iqiper and mijer 
surf.ice J of the le.ss extent of the prle culmir buncdth the 
throat, as compared with the coiiunoii otLi-r, (I,;<';« ?<;/- 
g^i;is, Linn.) aq it exists in End.Uid; and of some dditr- 
ence in the size of the e.-js, and in t!ie proportion-! of 
other parts, l.'r. 0;i-ili)y has ici.g considered the Iijah oticr 
as constituting a d'-tiiict mf ecies ; aiid he fceki oticnath- 
encd iu this view of ihe subject by the pecuiiauty of habi- 
tation and manners. It is, in fact, to a considerable ex- 
tent a marine animal, being found chiefly along the coast 
of the county of Antrim, living in hoiJu.vs and caverns 
forjncd by the scattered masses of the basaltic columns of 
that coait, and constantly btt.'kina, itself to the sea when 
alamied or hinitrd. It feeds chiefly on the salmon, and 
as it is c,jn,e(|i!i.nt|j iiijufion-. to the fi-jhery, a [irfniinm is 
paid for its dctructiim ; and there are many 1 ersons whc 
make a pi ofc! si n of hunting it, earning a livt lihuod lij 
the rev.aid paid for it and by di-posing of its ■^ki 1. lu'r, 
Ogilby stated Ki-i intention of cuniparinu; it iniimroly vith 
the common otter a^ soon ;,s he shouhl he enabled to do 
so by the pos,,c"&iun of entire subjects, and especiall) of 
attending to the coinptu-ison of the os.teo logical struc« 
turns. 



lUSAJ.TIC X'OLL'.'a^'S. 

A rang3 of ba'-iltic cclun.ns has Iiocn discovered on the 
south bLIo of C-iirneuiny Hill, in the pari h of Connor, 
three miles W. E. of Autriui, Tjio coliujias are as resu- 



